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Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 



Description, Pages 
1-10 

Claims, Numbers 
1-5 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

1 y5-5/5 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andbr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-5 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-5 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-5 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 



Document D1 (claim 1 , Examples) discloses a manganese alloying additive for 
addition to molten aluminium. The purpose is to improve the dissolution rate of the 
additive and the manganese recovery. The alloying additive is obtained by 
compacting a powder mixture comprising 50-90 wt% beta manganese (obtained 
from electrolytic manganese) and at least 10 wt% atomized aluminium powder. 
The average particle size of the aluminium powder is less than 40 mesh (420 ^m). 
The manganese powder has a particle size of less than 590 >um and contains less 
than 50 wt% of particles of less than 44 yum in size. 

The process according to claim 1 of the present application differs from the above 
known process by the following features: 

(a) the minitablets have a concentration of between 90 and 98 % of 
manganese, 

(b) the manganese powder is obtained by grinding flakes of electrolytic Mn 
and preventing the Mn fine powder to contain more than 15% fines (less than 
100 /u.m in size), 

(c) the controlled Al grain size is between 100 and 800 fjm with over 80% 
powder between 350 and 720 //m. 

With the above differences, the process according to claim 1 is novel. It is also 



D1: 
D2: 
D3: 
D4: 



US-A-4171215 
US-A-4581069 
WO-A1 -973271 6 
US-A-5910324 



Claim 1 
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inventive because said differences achieve (i) a better compaction of the 
minitablets due to a low content of manganese fines and (ii) a less expensive 
process due to a lower Al content of the minitablets. 

The claimed solution to these problems is not rendered obvious by the prior art, 
e.g. by document D2 where the aluminium powder is not atomized and has a size 
distribution broader than in document D1. 

Therefore, the subject-matter of claim 1 meets the requirements of novelty and 
inventive step (Article 33(2) (3) PCT). 

Claims 2 and 3 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

3. Claim 4 

Document D3 discloses an apparatus for manufacturing tablets which comprises a 
storage hopper (5), a compacting hopper (1 0), compacting means in compaction 
chambers (2), a honeycomb valve (30) between the two hoppers (5,10). 

The device according to independent claim 4 essentially differs from this known 
apparatus in that the storage hopper is provided with a central diffuser that diverts 
the product towards the sides of the hopper, thereby preventing the powders from 
passing directly to the respective feeder and compacting chambers. 

Thus, the device according to claim 4 is novel. The above difference, especially 
adapted to prevent separation effects of a mixture of Mn and Al powders, is not 
rendered obvious by the available prior art, e.g. by document D4 (column 3, lines 
50-59; Fig.1). 

Consequently, the subject-matter of claim 4 meets the requirements of novelty 
and inventive step (Article 33(2)(3) PCT). The same applies to dependent claim 5. 

4. According to the description (e.g. page 5, lines 16, 17), an essential requirement 
of the invention is that the content of fine Mn powder with a size of less than 100 
micrometers should not be more than 15%. 
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This essential requirement is not made clear in claim 1 because the relative term 
"fine powder" alone has no well-recognised meaning and leaves the reader in 
doubt as to the meaning of the technical feature to which it refers, thereby ren- 
dering the definition of the subject-matter of said claim unclear (Article 6 PCT). 
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